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Ios.8.5.6.7. 

S, If thou wilt earlie ſeeks nto God , and 
pray to the Almightie. 

6, I{thou be pure and wpright : then ſure- 
lie hee will awake tvnto thee , and make 
the habitations of thy righ Jeouſnes pro- 

CYOMs. 

7. Andthengh thy beginning be but ſmal: 

yet thy latter end ſhall greatlie encreaſe. 


N a fickand cui!l at- 
teed bodie(dearely 
beloued) we viuallic 
ſee preparatines mi- 
niſtred, that the ma- 
| ladies may bee made 
nore fit and pliable, torecciue whole- 
bme medicines, The like , yca and 
A 2 greater 


T he Sinfull 
oreater regarde ought wee to haue of 
our ſolues,which being notcrafie one- 
lie, or lightlic affected with finne , but 
ſick cucn vnto death : had needeto be 
prepared with threats and exhorati- 
ons , comforts and conſolations , one 
way or other, that they may bee made 
fit not to receiucthe preparatiue, but 
the perfection of happie faluation, 


And for this cauſe hauc I made choiſe 

of this part of Scripture,as of a lightto 

ſhinevnto vs in darkeneſſe, adireQion 

to our ſteps, and a Lanthorneto our MF © 
pathes; while we war:derthrough the I it 
boiſtrous waues of this wicked world. | n 
The Text is plaine, and obicQto cuc- W tc 
ric mans capacitic, naturallic budding W m 
into bloſſomes : The firſt containing Wl lie 
our dutie which wee are to performe I th 
towards God: The ſecond, Gods pro- M 


miſcs,if we performe this dutie, ng 
Ourdarte towards God is implied :x 

in theſe three conditions. Firſt, 1/1hou nin 
wilt earlie ſcele onto God . Secondlic, fl F 
thou wilt pray vnto the Almightic. ”w_ tis 
Ie, 


Mans ſearche. 


the whole confiſteth on thelc three 
points. Firſt, whatit is that God requi- 
reth , namelie , a diligent and ſpeedie 
ſcarchein theſe words: If thou wilt ſeeke 
earlie . Secondlic, how thy ſearch is to 


be madein praicr, inthele words . 1f 


tho —_—_ to the Almightie.Thirdlie, 
what efte& theſe thinges ought to 
workeinvs, apuritic and (inceritic of 
life, in theſe words : If thor bee pure and 
opright. 

As ourdutie towards God confiſteth 
inthree points, ſo Gods bleſſings to- 
wards vs, is al{o threctoldan{werable 
totheſame. Firſt for ſecking,hee pro- 

WH miſerh; he will awake wntothee. Second- 
Wl lic for praying vnto him, hee will make 
WY the habitaticns of thy righteonſnes proſpe- 
MW ww. Thirdly, tor being pure and vp- 
nohe, hee will make thy latter _ excreaſe 
exceedinglie : yea , though thy begin- 
rooms, bo ſmall «rally 


tisa worke both in defireand labour 
A 3 to 


lie, If thos be pure and wprizht : ſo that Diviſion, 


Firſt therfore concerning the ſearch, Concerning 


S—_—_— 
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to bee ioyned to God. InthePſalme 
this ſtandeth for the burthen of the 
ſong : They called por the Lordin the 
time of their trouble and he delinered them, 
Mach, 6s Tt is but Aske and hane , ſecke and finds, 

kreck endit ſhall be opened wntoyou . Sa. 

uing that hcere theſethings are to bee 
i Rs wit: how, by whom.,and 
when we muſt ſeeke the Lord . How? 
Firſt, faithfully : forit yee haue but as 


Pſabn. 107, 


ra 17,20 much as agraize of Muſtard ſeede,and {ay 

99 wntothismountaine , remooue , it ſhall re i ' 
mooue, aud nothing ſhall be unpoſsible vn- 

zoyee, Then next, humblie, forit is the MW \ 

8 


humblepetition that pierceth the skies 
and that ſhewed the Publican to de-MI * 
parthome to his houſe, more iutificed G 
then the boaſting Phariſte ; and they ® 
alone thatbe humble and mceke finde 2 
reſt for their ſoules.Andlaſtofail,conW © 


tinually,for weemuſtnot faintin wel ll 

| docins : becauſe the rewarde is nol © 
0 miſled to hin: that docth , but to hi ** 

+ The(5.:. > hat toiitinneth to do. ſo 

| 15 


But wee may long ſeeke andneuc 
finds 
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fade, except wee ſecke the father by 
the ſonne : For no man nent the Fa- 
ther but the Senne , and hee to whome the 
Sonre ſhall d:ſctc) & bi 27: Le is the waye, the 
trath,ar:d the life and ne man commeah to 
the Father but by him. T herets one God, 
and one mediatonr TIDE xt God and mar: 
the man Chri#t Teſus,So that if weſinne, 
we hauean aduocatc, Icſus Chriſt the 
juſtand hee is the propitiation for our 
ſinncs., onely let vs iceke the Lorde 
while he may be found. 

Andtothis end the word Scekins is 
vicd in this place, thatwc maylearne, 
that as the heauens, 6 the plancts,2n 
the whole frame of nature, were 0r- 
dined to finiſh their courſe I 3 moti- 
onsand operation : ſo man, as he was 
ordained to amoſtbleficd and happic 
end ſhould attaine tereynto, notb Y 
loth and idlencfie, 2ut by an carneit 
ſeeking ofthe ſameT ke Gngdom ofhea- 
wen is like unto atreaſure , which cannit be 
found without ſeeking and digging for it.Tt 
like the.precious Pearle, for which 
By. of the 


1.T 1.2. 


1.lokn 52, 


Kitt 12,16. 


Pre 24. 


Jude.r. 
Pro.z #* 
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the wile Merchant was content nor 
onely to ſcek,burt to ſellall that he had 
to buic it. God hath placed vs heerein 
this world as husbandmen, to plough 
vp thefallow of our hearts, as labou- 
xers to worke inhis vineyard:as trauai- 
lersto ſecke a countric, as ſouldiours 
tofightthe bartaile ofthe Lord againſt iſ y 
the fleſh,the world, and thedeuil. And YI & 
for this purpoſe hath he propoſed vn- WW h 
to vs,an vnrilled land,a vineyard,atri- WJ hi 
ple enemie to fight againſt: thatwee I pt 
might remember,that we muſt till the I te: 
ground,ifwe will reape the fruit: that I br 
wee muſt prune the Vine, it wee will WW Ev 
drinke ofthe grape: that we muſt hight I go 
if we will ouercome . He that tilleth the Wl wi 
land((aith the wiſe man) ſhall beſatiſfied Wl the 
with bread : but he that falloweth idleneſſe, WI Pre 
ſhalbe filled with poxertie. Idleneſle is2 WW the 
moath or canker of the minde,andthe i the: 
fruites thereof are wicked cogitations, I tiqu 


cuill affeions,and worſe ations: cor- WM leau 
rupt trees withour fruite, twicedead, Wbyh 
and plucked vp by the roote, engen- Wlmp 


dring 


Mans Search. 
dring in the minde a loathing of God 
and godlineſle, 

Eſchue thereforeidleneſleI beſeech 
yee,and by the want ye find in others, 
learne inſtructions for your {elues. Be 
not forgerfull how buſte your encmic 
s,if he finde yec idle : firſt hee putteth 
yce in minde of ome vanitie: then of- 
tereth opportunitic to practiſe : then 
he craueth conſent , and if yee graunt 
him thar, hee trinmpheth by adding 
practiſe: heeleaucth no meanes vnat- 
— hemay ſubuert and 
bring yee to perdition. To one (as to © 
Eua) hee promiſeth the knowledge of 
ood and euill : Another he ſeducerh' 
with lying ſpeeches,as he did Pharaoh 
the king, whom hee deceiued by falſe 
Prophets: TotheTewes he pretended 
the Temple ofthe Lord. To the Hea- 2 3: 
then hee ſhewed vniuerſalities and an- , c4re.28 
wquities. And to omit particulers,hee 
eaueth no meane vnattempted,wher- 
dyhec may entangle the foules of the 
imple,and wrap hem in the _ og 

cath, 


Ex0.7.47» 
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death , Flie idlenefle therefore , and 
ſeeke vertue,and the way therof: ſecke 
learningas for aiewell , make diligent 
ſearch and inquilition after hir : {ccke 
carlie and ſeeke are. In the morning 
ſowethy ſeede, andin theeucningler 
notthy hand ret : {ccke him inthe day 
of trouble, and hee will deliuer thee, 
and thou ſhaltglorifichim.Secke him, 
there is the commaundement:hee will 
deliuer thee; there is thepromiſe: and 
thou ſhalt -glorifie him; there is'the 
condition. To diſobey the commaun- 
dementis rebellion,to diſtruſtthepro- 
mile is infidelitic , to refuſe the condi- 
tionis vile ingratitude, Wherefore let 
vs ſceke, and ſeeke carneſtlic, witha 
ieruent ſpirit,and humblenesof heart, 
and let ys perſwade our {clues , that 
there isnofecking withoutfinding,no 
opening without knocking. 

* $00 ; on 1. to becon 
ſidered inthispoint,is to whome wee 
mult ſceke for theſe things. Our direc- 


1am.r.;3. tionis made vato God.;.For every g 


Lo _ We. 7 qu "I —_ h 


Bc B-Þ = A 


= 
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and perfect gift is from about, deſcending 
from heſabe of lights. And as for ma- 
nie cauics weare to ſeeketo God, and 


to God alone, fo eſpeciallie for theſe 


foure. 


Firſt; becauſewee haue nothing of 1 


our ſelues ,nor of any other creature, 
bat whatſoeuer wee haue, wee haue it 
of God : for what haſt thou, that thou 


haſt not recciued? in him wee liue,we 


mooue, and haue our beeing . Art , c,.... 
thou wile in thine owne conceit? O Rer.r. 


remember 'that the wiſdome of the 
worldis fooliſhnes with God!-O con- 
ſider thatthe naturall man vnderſtan- 
deth not-the thinges of God ! theſe 
things arehid from the wiſe and pru- 
dent, and arc reuealcd to babes and 
ſucklings. Alas, what were man ithee 
were once lett to himſelte? a map of 
miſeric,and afinck of calamitie. Alas, 
howewerchee able to reſiſt the fierie 


dartes of the aduerſarie, who conti- "5 


nually goeth abourlike a roaring Li- 
on, ſeeking whom hee may deuoure? 
Heere 


| 
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Heere yee may note firſt his malice, 

for hee dailye accuſeth vs before the 

cheefe Iudge of the Kings benche: 

when he cannot preuaile in this court, 
but ſeeth his billes of accuſation re- 

pelled : then hee remooueth themat- 

ter tothe Court of our owne conlci- 
ences, where on the one fide he laieth 
the bookes of the lawe and ſtatutes 
made againſt ſinne: on the other ſide, 
the billes of accuſation brought in a- 
gainſt vs out of the bookes of the 
lawe, alledging theſe (tric places a- 
gainſt vs : The ſoule that ſinneth , ſhall 
dye the death : Curſſed is hee that abideth 
not in every pointe of the lawe , to doo it, 

On the other ſide , hee bringeth in 
conſciences to witneſle againſt vs, 
and then inferreth this harde con. 
clufion :; Therefore there is no hope of 
aluaticn, 

Then if hee ſee that wee appeale 
frotn iuſtice to mercie, and ſay; Ar 
what time ſocuer a ſinner repenteth, 
theTudge putterh all his wickednefle 


out 


ny yy 
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out of his remembrance, hee dealeth 
with vs as craftie worldlings dealein 
matters of lawe , who when they ſee 
chcir matters paſſe againſt them in 
higher Courtes : bring downe their 
calc into the countrie, to bee decided 
by the neighbours , who , cither for 
their fimplicitic cannot,or fortheir fa. 
uour dare not iudge of the tructh of 
the matter. 

So our aduerſarie, though GOD 
himſelfe doo diſcharge vs,though our 
conſcience teſtihe our innocencie - 

et hee accuſeth in the third Courte 
fore men , where hee is bolde to 
powre out his whole venome , and 
poyſon of his malice _= vs, and 
to forge whatlycs, and{launders,and 


Libels hee liſt, becauſe hee knoweth 
they ſhall bee receiuedas true. Thus 
hee accuſed Chriſt Ieſus our bleſſed 
Lorde and Sauiour before Poncius 
Pilate , and cauſed diuers falſe and 
yntrue witneſlcs to come in againſt 


him. 


But 


1 


T he Sinful 

But if hee were malicious onely tg 
wiſh our deſtruction,and not mightie 
to wreake his mallice, we thould have 
little cauſe to feare : buthee is mightie 
therefore hee is termed a Lyon, the 
power of darknes , the great Dragon, 
which drew tothe earththe third part 
ofthe ſtarres of heauen : that is, with 
earthlye temptation to haue ouer- 
throwne them, which ſcemedtoſhine 
inthe Church of Godas Lampes and 
ſtarres. O thenhow caſte is our ouer- 
throw, if the Lorddid not hold vs vp, 
which ſhine not as ſtarres in heauen 
but creepelike wormes on earth! - ” 

Yet if hee were but malitious and 


WW, H%K y © — © ON 


_ mightie,it were better with vs: buthe 


is fierce,and therefore called a roaring WW a 
Lyon,wholaying waite forthe bloud I fi 
of the godly, ſtirreth vp bloud-thirſtic I to 
perſecuters, tomake themſclues drunk IF a: 
with the bloud of the Saints : as molt WM 6 
oricuouſlic hee did from the time ct I te: 
lohn Baptiſt, tothe reigneof Maxen- Wm 
tius , the ſpace of 294. yeares, _—_ 

ome 
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ſome by the ſworde , burning other 
with fire, hanging ſome on the Gal 
lowes,drowning ſome inRiuers, flab- 
ing ſome with forkes of Iron, preſſing 
othersto death with ſtones,deuouring 
many thouſands of the tender Lambs 
of Chriſts flock. 

To this mallice, might, and rage, is 4 
added his ſubtile policie, which hee v- 
ſeth in circumuenting the faithfull, he 
dooth not pitch his tentes inanye one 
place f but walketh about from place 
to place,toſpie out his beſt aduantage, 
inthenight hee ſoweth Tares, and in © 
the daye hee hindereth the growth 
thereof. 

Hee proceedeth afterfurther, and 5 
added to his pollicie,induſtrie,hecon- 
idereth our natures,& diſpoſitions,8& 
towhat ſinnes wee doe moſt incline: 
ad therevnto hce applyeth himlſclfe, 
ometimes by flatteric,, ſometimes b 
kare, ſometimes by feeding our hu- 
nours hee ſubtillic entiſeth vs, ſome- 
unes-by violence hee goeth aboutto 
enforce 


.T. 


Pſal.t $4: 
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enforce vs,ſomtime by changing him- 

ſelfe into an Angell otlight, hee ende: 

uourethto betraye our ſoules into his 

hands, and in whatſocuer eſtate hee 

findethvs, he thereby taketh occaſion 

to lay fiedge to our ſoules. 

Thus yeeſce noted in a worde, the 
forceof ouraducrfarie, examine nowe 
your ſclues , whether yee haue anye 
thing in your {elues,and you ſhall find 
nothing but weakenefle and corrupti- 
on . Itis God that giueth ſtren}th to 
the mightie,wiſdom to theprudent, & 
knowledge to the vnderſtanding: hce 
teachcth Dauids hand to fight .andhis 
fingers to batraile, hee giuerh ſtrength 
to his armes to breake a bowe , cuen a 
bow of ſtecle:whertore let neither the 
wiſe man glory in his wikdom,nor the 
ſtrong man in his ſtrength: butlethim 
that glorieth,glory only in the Lord, 

Sccondly,wearetoſeckevnto God 
alone,becauſenoneis ſopreſent as he: 
for God becauſc heeisalmightic, 2ad 
with his power &llcth both heauc and 

carth, 


Mans Search, 
carth,is preſentalwaics with them that 
fearehim, and readie to ſuccour them 
in diſtreſle . The Lorde is neere to all 
that call ypon him in truth, he heareth 
ourgroningsandiighes,and knoweth 
what things are neceſlary for vs before 
wealke. 

The thirdreaſon why wemulſt ſeeke ; 
'nto God, is, none is ſo able to helpe 
vas he: but of this I ſhall haueparti- 
occalionto ſpeake when I come 
tothisHoint, ang pray to the Almightie. 

The fourth reaſon why wee muſt , 
ſeke Chriſt alone , is, becauſe there is 
noneſo willing to helpe vs as he. Itisa 
great courage to vs to make ſute,when 
weare per{lwaded of the willingneſſe 
ofhim ro whome we make ſute: and I 
pray yee, who was cuer more carefull 
forour ſaluation, and more watchfull 
oervs, then the Lord ? who cuerpur 
1 {Ws rruſtin him;and was confounded * 
lathis reſpeche is called a Father, be- 
auſe as the father tendreth his ſonne: 
b the Lorde dooth all rhoſe that put 
B their 
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their truſt in him . Canitherebee any 
morewilliag to helpe vs.then Chriſt? 
whoſe whole head was ſicke, and 
whoſe heart was heauic for our ſakes e 
yea ,in whoſebodie, fromthe ſole of 
the foote.rto the crowne of the head, 
was nothing but woundes; and fivel- 
lings, and fores ? butalas this was no- 
thing to thathe ſuffered for our ſakes. 
He was compaſled about with feares 
and horrors,till his ſeat was drops of 
bloud,& his bones bruſed in thyflcſh: 
hee was whipped, and {courged, and 
chaſtiſed with ſorrow $.tillne cri ied out 


in the bitternes of lus foule: 0 Lord, if 


it be poſsitle let this cup paſſe from me. The 
heauic hand of God was fo gricuous 
vponhim,thatit bruſcd his very boncs 
and rent his reinesa ſunder:; he could 
finde no health in his fleſhe, but was 
wounded,yea,wounded to the death, 
cuen the moſt bitter death vpon the 


crofle, His tender hngers were nayled” 


to the croſle, his "A was wrinkled 


with weeping & vailing, his fides em- 
brucd 
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brued and gored with his own blond: 
ſpurting & guthing freſh from his ribs, 
theſhadow ofdeath was vpon hiscics. 

O what greefe could bee like ro this, 
or what condemnation could bee-ſo 
heauie,fith there was no wickednes in 
his hands? fith he was the brightnes of 
his fathers glorie, &the ſonne of righ- 
teouſncs that ſhined in the world : as 
toſec his dayes at an end, to ſeeſuch 
throbing,fighes,and carctull thoughts 
(erg cauſeot his)ſo deeply engra- 
ven irFthe tables of his breſt . But was 
this all? no my brethren,fith his excel- 
lency was ſuch aboue al creatures,thar 
the world was not worthy to giue him 
breath, itwas a greater gre:t vntohim, 
twolee himſelfemade a worme and not 
2man.a ſhameof men,and contempt 
ofthe people; to ſee his lite ſhut vpn 
ſhame and reproches,how could it bur 
ſhake his bones out of ioint,& make his 
teart meltin midſtof his bowels:who 
was euer ſo ful of wo2& who euer bin 
brought ſolow into the duſt of death* 
B 2 vpor? 
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ypon whom did the mallice of Sathan 
cucrgetſogreata conqueſt ? 

This though itwereexceeding,yer 
itwas notall, no, it was butaraſte of 
reefe in compariſon of the reſt: be- 
hold therfore (if your watriceyes will 
ſuffer yee to behold ) the depth of all 
miſcriesyctbehinde: the ſinne thathe 
hated he muſt take vpon his owne bo- 
dic, and beare the wrath of his father 
powred out againſt it. This is the ful- 
neſle of all paines that compaſleg him 
round about, which no tongueis able 
to vtter,nor heart conceiue: theanger 
of the father burneth in him , euen to 
the bottome of hell, and deepe fincke 
of confuſion : it wrapped himin the 
chaines of cternall death : it crucified 
him, and threw him downe intothe 
bottomleſle pir of calamitie,and made 
his ſoule by weeping and wayling to 
melr into theſe bitter teares trickling 
from his cycs . 0 God my God, why ha#t 

thou forſaken me ? 
0 that myhead werea Well of wa- 
ters, 
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ters, and a fountaine of teares, that 

might weepe day and nightatthere- 
membrance heereof: burleaſt I linger 

too long about one floure , while I 

haue many to gather, I will conclude 

this point thus in aword . Sith Chriſt 

hath ſuffered theſe , and an infinite 
number ſuch like torments for qur 
fakes: itis blaſphemous once to'dream 

or imagineany to bee more willing to 

helpe vs then bo nay , he is more rea- 

dic to heare our prayers,then we toof- 

fer them vnto him, inſomuch that hee 
complaineth by the Prophet Efay : 7 

haze beene found of them that ſought mee Eſey. 6x. 
pot allthe day long haze I flretched out m1 

hand onto a rebellious people , which wal- 

ted in away that was not good, enen after 

their owne manintienr And vato Teru- 

falem hee ſaith . 0 Jer»ſalem, Jeruſalem, $4.23. 
how often would 1 hane gathered youtoge- 

ther , as the Hen gathereth hir Chickens, 

andyou would not! wherefore to ende 

this point: Secke for knowledge as for 

a treaſure, and for wiſdome,as for the 


B 3 wedge 
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wedge of golde of Ophir. No menti- 

onſhall be made in compariſon of it, 
of Corrall, Gabiſh , or that precious 
Onix , For wiſdome i more precious thin 

Pearles , But aboutcall things, ſeeker 

whereit may bee found, and where is 
this place ot vnderſtanding ? Surely 
man knoweth not the path therof: the 
depth ſairh,it is not in methe ſea ſaith, 
itisnotin mee : death anddeſt ruftion 
ſay, wee hauc heard the fame thereof 
with our cares : all creatures fay , itis 
not with vs : but God vnderſtandeth 
the way therof,and vnto man he faith: 

T he feare of the Lorde is the beginning of 
wiſedome , and to depart from ewill is vn. 
derſtanding. 

The third circumſtance is, when we 
muſtſceke vnto God, and holy Dauid 
anſwereth,Fariie,euenin 4 time when he 
may be found . Tet vs redeeme this day, 
which wee haue foreſlowed fo many 
daics, wherein wehaueſo long harde- 
nedourhearts :let vs take vp this day, 


andmakeitthe day ofour E_— 
ct 
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letys make ita day of newnes of life,as 
it is the firſt day of the new yeere : let 
euen this moment bee the lafl of a fin- 
full life,and the firſt day to godlineſle, 
And as the wiſe man faith : Make no 
long tarrying toturne vnto the Lord, and 
put not off from day to day, for ſuddenly fhal 
the Lordswrath breake,andin thy ſecuritie 
thou ſhalt bee deſtroyed, and ſhalt periſh in 
the time of vengeance, | 

Art thou a Magiſtrate , placed in 
high roome and authoritic, and ſea- 
ted in thethrone of dignitic 2 then vſc 
not this thy might to wrong and op- 
preſſion, grinde nct the faces of the 

re, {well not with pride , defpt- 
ling his lowe eſtate : Sel[nct thy righte- 
nfrſe for ſiluer , preferring the AMer- 
chants of Babilon , before the Cittizens of 
leruſalem. 

Art thou a priuate labouring man? 
Doo thy dutie truelie , bee ſubiec?, and line 
in dread to diſpleaſe the good Magiſtrate. 
Art thouolde, and haſt conſumed the 
floure of thy youth in wantonneſle? 
B 4 Brcake 


Ecele. ys. 


Ames. 4 


i-Pet. 3, 
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Breake off the courſe , and frame thy 
ſelfe to ſobrictic : giue the water no 
e,no nota lire: for if it hauene. 
uer ſo little iſſue, it will ouer-flow thee, 
andit thou doo flackthereynes neuer 
{olittle, thy finnes will carrie thee(like 
a wilde horſe ) thorow brambles and 
buſhes, and will leaue no ſoundneſſe 
inthy fleſh, worke this reformation in 
thy ſelfe betimes ; cucn to day , cuen 
this firſt dayof thenew yeare : If yewill 
heare my voyce harden not your hearts. 
Artthou young, and dooſt begin to 
flouriſh like the young Palme tree: © 
conſider, thatthe only way to retaine 
the bloſlome of thy beautie, and to 
keepe thy floure from withering, and 
thy leafe from fading away: is toſceke 
carlyevnto G OD, and toappliethy 
minde to vnderſtanding ; to preuent 
the morning watches, and to giue thy 
body to be moyſtened ofthe morning 
dew! For beltde the good houres that 
are well imploycd in ſome good ſtu- 
die and hole cxerciſe : carlye riſing 
bring- 
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bringeth health to the body, and en- 
creaſeth thenumber ofthy .w_ 
Secke therefore, and ſeeke earlie, 
conſecrate your {elues Nazarites vnto 
the Lorde, tonche no vncleane thing, 
giue no prouocation tothe fleſh. Strive 


with the Cock in mana with x41. 


the gu $h the __ ; ſacrifice 

44 onto the Lond 
T ark) feel & li : 
its like the fatte wa of the peace offe- 


ring - yea, it better t 


like the flower of Roſes in the ſpring of the 
yeere,and as the Lillies by the ſprings of wa- 


ters , "and «s the branches of E rankenſence 
in the time of Surnmer : and asa veſſell of 
maſſie gold beſct with pretious ſtones, 
8afaire Oliue thatis fruitfull , and as 
hbetreethatgrowethvpto the dowd. 
Having ſpoken of the Search, it fol- 


ſacrificegit is F<*-32, 


47 +45® 


oweth that I ſpeake of the manner _ 


tow'it is to bee made : In prayer, by 
heſewordes ; Ifthou pray wnto the Al- 
wightie, 

I ſhewcd ye before the force of our 
aducr- 


Math. 3. 


14n.5.+5, itcannot preuaile , for the prayer of t 
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aduerſaric ; 'recciue nowe a Sheeld a- 
gainſt his force,cuen the ſhield of prai, 
er. Heeis not tobe reſiſted by ringing 
an hallowed bell, not by ſprinkling of 
holy water,notby the relikes of faints, 
not by ourowne workes & merits, for 
theſe are weapons of his own making: If | 
but by an earneſt ſeeking to GOD, M ; 
which ſearch and ſecking muſt bee I | 

c 

0 


madeby prayer,againſt which his poi- 
ſoned venome taketh no effeR, 

Itis his mallice that acculeth ? praier W 5 
pleadeth thy caſe before God; and re- I C 
pelleth all his accuſations : for all the W f 
prophetsdoe witnes, that whatſocuer I in 
weaske inpraier,it we beleeue weſhal I by 
recciue it. It is his rage and furie that I lie 
ſhould terrife vs? nay,that prayerthat I pe 
ſtrengthened Sampſonto rent a yong W to 
Lion.,as one ſhould haue rent a Kid, 
hauing nothing in his hande , ſhall 
ſmite and ſhutte vp the mouth of this 
Lion . As for his pollicie, and walking 


vp anddowne,ſecking to deuoure vs? 


alll 
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faithfull ſhallſane them, & the Lord ſhall 
raiſe them vp, & if they haue commit- 
red ſin,itſhalbeforgiuen them: & after 
this conflict ended,they ſhall triumph 
forcuer with Teſus Chriſt our Sauiour, 

But in any caſe,ſee you vnite to your 
praier,knowledge.,that ye benot ſedu- 
ced to offer your petitions to ſtrange 
gods,as Saints,ſtockes or ſtones. Then 


conſent,that weaskeonly in the name 
of Chrift Tefus, not for any deſert of 


ourown: for whoſocuer belecucth in .,z..;,. ;- 


Chriſt,ſhall haue remiſſton of {ins,hee 
ſhall not perifh,, buthaue life cuerlaſt- 
ing;heſhallnotcome into wr 
burſhall paſſe from deathto lite. Laſt- 
lie, a confidence, whichis ,a certaine 
perfwaſion of Gods fauour and _ 
towards vs: this is that praicr,of whi 

the Lambe teſtifieth; 1hat whatſoener we 
uk by this prater jt ſhalbe gint to vs by God 
the ke A Meh whac/ lo 
2M precious, that nothing is more accep- 
'Y ted in heauen; nothing more gratefull 
to God: aſeruice commandedof _ 
/ im- 


i 4M \£_2._ . A. 


Taka. rd. 


Math it. 


Toſn.10. 


2.Kimg.20 


Dani. 


 Haſtthounort heard how the heauens 
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himſelfe, taught by Chriſt our Sau: 
our, and frequented bythe Angels: a || * 
thing of more force with God, then I £ 
any oration of the eloquent. ; 
Haſtthou not heard how the Sunne || © 
ſtood ſtill in the firmament, and was {| © 
a 

n 

h 


not ſuffered to run his courſe ? Ioſya 
and Ezechias prayed, and the Sunne 
ſtood ſtill . Haſtthou notheard ofthe 
ſtopping of the Lyons mouthes 2 Da. 
niellpraied, and his praierſtopped the © © 
Lyons greedy and deuouring throtes, 
the waters of Iorden were dryed Vp, 
yea the Iſraclites prayed, and the ws 
ters ſtoodabout them like vnto a wall, F 
Haſt thou not heard of thedeuiding 7 
of the red ſea?the I[raclites praied.,and b 
Haſt thou not heard howe the fierie 
furnaceloſt his heate ? the three chil- Ys" 
dren prayed,and the fier loſt his heate. I 


were opened andſhut ? Elyas prayed, 
and the heauens were ſhutte vp three 
yeeres ; Elyas prayed,and theclowdes 
powred downe raine from heauen. 


0 
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O ſure Fortreſſe,more forcible thei 
anye engine, and ſtronger then the 
gates of hell, and to conclude the ſum 
and ſubſtance ofall in few words : the 
only thing whereby mortall men haue 
the clouds,and the ſtars,& the Angels, 
and all rhe powers of heauen at com- 
mandement. Foras Deborah ſung in 
her ſong : They fought from heauen, 
even the ſtarres in their courſes fought 
inſt Siſera : ſo all creatures haue 
been ſubieto the prayers of the faith- 
full,to reuenge the Lordes quarrell,to 
> Ficlpe the Lorde,tohelpe the Lorde a- 
| qr the mightie . Prayer hath euer 
' Wbin the cogniſance,&the victorie,and 
* Ehe triumph of thefaithfull: for as the 
ule giueth life tothe body, ſo prayer 

1. Ygiucth lite to the ſoule. 
O thatI couldengraue the loue of 
ns ein your hearts, as with a Diamond, 
d, and fo inſtill your mindes , that my 
" ?Fnordes might bee prickes vnto your 
conſ{ciences,and thereby giue yee 0c- 
alion to pray often. It is awondertfull 
0 mAttCcr 


Iud.s. 


PſA. 29 
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mater to beable to perſwade men, bur 
ifpraier beableto perſwade theliuin 
God:oh howgreat is the forcetherot? 
it gocth through the clowds, andcea- 
{cthnotrill it comencere,and will nor 
depart, till the moſt high haue reſpe& 
therevnto. O that you would thertore 
pray often, and learne of Chriſt ( the 
moſt abſolute patterne of our lite ) to 
pray continually.He praied in his bap- 
tilme,in the wildernefle,in preaching, 
in working of miracles, in his paſſion, 
onthe mount,in the Garden,in his laſt 
ſupper,in comending his ſpiritto God 
atal times,& inalplaces,that he mighr 
leauc vntovs an exampleof theſame, 
It followeth, and to pray tothe Almigh- 
tie . To thole three former reaſons 
which Ibrought,why wee muſt ſecke 
and pray to God alone: Tadded thisas 
afourth, becauſe there is none ſoable 
to help vs as the Lord. He thatputteth 
histruſt in the Lord, ſhall be as mount 
Sion.If God bee on our {1de,who can 


beagainſt vs ? It is God that ijuſtifheth, 
who 
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who condemneth? The Lorddeſtroi- ,7»., 
eth the counſaile of the Heathen, hee 
maketh their deuiſes to be of no effect. 
Chriſt is the Angel of great counſaile, 7/<#*32 
wiledome and vnderſtanding , and 
there is no deuiſe againſtthe Lord. 


The world (notwithſtanding is come 


tothatframe,that euery man hath got- 
tenhim a/trange kind of beleef. Some 


belecue not the law but the prophets: 
ſome be per{lwaded in the ſupremacic, 
but not 1n the ſacrament: ſomein free 
will,but not in merit: ſome in inuoca- 
tion vpon faints,butnot in purgatorie; 
ſome in pilgrimages and pardons, but 
not in Images: ſome like the doctrine 
wel enough, but not the preachers: the 
moſt belecue little yet many belceue 
bmwhart,few belecue all :thereforeto 
deale plainly, becauſe plaine dealing is 
delt , you muſt not belecue by the 
talfes; I meane,, youmy ſt not repoſe 
ometruſt in God,and ſome in Saints, 
but all in the Lorde . The Gods of the 
Gentiles they heue monthes and ſþeake #ot, 
nes and ſee not , eares and heave n:t, —_ 
what 


Plalm.rt 


ere. 57. 


: 2.Kmg.16 
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what can be looked for at theirhands? 
Butthe Lordeis ſtrong and mightic,a 
mercitfull God: and therefore _ 
the Scriptures, hee is calleda Rocke, a 
Fortreſle, a ſtrong Tower, a Sheeld, a 
horne of ſaluation,a refuge,theLorde 
of Hoaſtes, with other ſuch likeappel- 
lations,that we mightbeeaſlured,thar 
our helpe and deliuerance commeth 
fromthe Lord. 

Purreſt thou any truſt inman,whoſe 
breath is in his noſthrils ? Curſſed is 
he that maketh man his ſtrength, and 
fleſh his arme.Surely Pharaoh, and all 
princesare abroken ſtaffe,on which if I ; 
amanleane,itwillitrike into his hande I ,, 
and picrce it,and lay him groueling in WI 4, 
the duſt : 1t i better therefore to truit is I 1 
the Lorde , then to put anye confidence in i (;, 
Princes ; Thinkeſt thou that Angels, II jj. 
or Saints, or Images, can helpe thee? 
O fooliſh and jynpious pietie, to attri- 
bute more vntothe Angels, then they 
dare arrogate vnto themſclues . The 


Angellin the Reuclation, forbiddeth 
John 
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lohn toworſhiphim. As for the Image, 
we read,that to turnetheglory of thein- 
corruptible God, into thefimilitude of a 
corruptible creature, is idolatrie . Well 
may I then affirme with Moles, curſed be 


Rom. 1 


the Image and the Image maker . The con. 7 


cluſton therefore of this point, is this, that 
weſecke the Lord and his ſtrength euer 
more,thatwe pray vnto God in humili- 
tieand finceritieJandin full aſſurance of 
faith continually: who withoutend is to 
beſought, becauſe without end he isto 
be beloued. | 
The third thing contained in our du- 
ties, what effect this ſeekingand praying 
ought to worke in vs, comprehended in 
theſe wordes : 1f thou be pure and wright. 
If theclowdes bee full, they will powre 
foorth raine vpon the carth:andvnpoſſi- 
ble is it,thataman that ſeeketh after God 
and prayeth to the Almightie , ſhould 
not bring foorth- the fruites of a godly 
lite; foritthetree be good,the fruits can- 
notbe bad : and if the head of the water 
bepure, it will ſend foorth pure waters 
nto the Ceſterns , Wherefore as good 
C motions 
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motions areſtirred vp by prayer,lo muſt 
they be foſtered by practile of lite,accor- 
dingto that of the Apoſtle : 2uenche not 
the ſprit , nor greene the holy one of God, by 
whom yee are ſealed to the day of redemption, 
Hee quencheth dearely beloued the 
ſpirit, which being once Iightened with 
theſparckles of faith , and fclt Gods mo- 
tions inhis heart : dooth neglect to en. 
creaſe the onetoa flame, and the other 
to good workes in hislyfe , but with the 
dogsturneth to his vomit, and with the 
Sow that was waſhed, to her wallow! 
againe inthe mire, Therefore(beloued) 
loue andſcekethe Lord, prayto the Al. 
mightie, be pure and vpright in conuer. 
ſation,flic from ſinne 2s froma ſerpent, 
forit thou come neere, it will bite thee. 
Theteeth therof are as thetecth of aLi- 
on,to {lay the ſoules of men,& all iniqui- 
tic isas atwoedged ſword, the wounds 
that it giues cannot be healed.I dare not 
ſtand as I would vpon theſe points, tea- 
ring tediouſnes: wherfore let this ſuffice 
forthe former generall part,concerning 
the dutic we owe vnto God. 
Now 
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Now Gods promiſes for the perfor: 
mance hereof,yeeld vnto vs moſt plenti- 
full matter of doctrine and conlolation; 
Firſt,of his juſtice, thatas hee will ſuffer 
no ſinne vnpuniſhed: ſo he will leaue no 
good worke vnrewarded, but _ ro 


euery {cucrall action his ſceuerall hyre, & 
iuſt recompence of rewarde, Shall the 
hower come , in which all that are in 
their graues ſhall hearea voyce, & come 
foorth:they that haue doone well,to the 
reſurrection of life, they that hane done 
euill, ro the reſurrection of condemnarti- 
on ? Shall the Lorde ſearch Ieruſalem 
with Lanthorns 2 ShaÞ all foule corners 
belwept, andall pleits and wrinckles be 
mnfolded?Shall the ſea,graue,deathand 
hell, giue vpall thatis in them? and ſhall 
all the dead ( both great and ſma}\)ſtand 
before G O D, when the bookes are 0- 
pened ?and ſhall euery man have praiſe 
of God according vnto his deſeruing? 
Shall wee then diſcerne betweene rhe 
veſſels of honour and of wrath , be- 
weene Sheep: and Goates, the uſt 
and vniuſt ? Finallie, ſh il] there bee an 

C 2 infal- 
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infallible,generall.and incorruptiudge- 
ment,whercin the booke of al our offen- 
ces ſhall be laide wide open? Now God 
beemercifull ynto vs : beefauourable © 
Lord,be fauourable.Butto proceed,is it 
thy nature ( O Lorde) to gather vp the 
Math 13.15 Wheat,and burne the tares ; to cut down 
39.41 allfrutlefle trees, and caſt them into the 
fire : yea,into a fieriefurnace,that neuer 
ſhall bee quenched, into an vtter dark- 
neſſe, where is weeping, wayling , and. 
enaſhing of tceth , then bee fauourable 

O Lord,be fauourable. 

Doothinot the Lorde ſpare Dauida 
king and a prophet,for murther? doota 
henot ſpare the Sichemites for adultery, 
nor Abſolon for treaſon ? nor Sauletor 
tyrannie * nor Elie for negligence ? nor | 
Achab, Ieroboam, nor Iczabell tor cru- 
cltie? nor Herod, Nabuchadnezar, and 
Luciter forpride ; nor Paraoh for incre- 
dulitic : then be fauourable O Lord,bee 
fanourable to vs, in whom almoſt cuery 
one of theſe {innes do dwell & remaine. 

Did the Lordfor corruption ouerflow 
the world with water? did he burne So- 
dome 
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domeforher villanie ? did hecaſt Adam 
and Eucout of Paradiſe, foreating of the 
forbidden frute ? did hee ſtone a poore 
wretch to death, for gathering chips on 
the Sabaoth day © then be fauourable O 
Lord,be fauourable vnto vs. But dooth 
not the Lord ſpare the Cedartree for his 
height ? nor the Oake forhis ſtrength? 
northe Poplar for his ſmoothnes ? nor 
the Lawrell for his greennes?No verely, 
fromthe Cedarthatis ia Lybanon,cueh 
to thy Hyſope that groweth out ofthe 
wall, yea, euery one that bringeth not 
forth good fruit,is hewen down and caſt 
intothe fire: it isa righteous thing with 
God, to render vengeanceto thoſe that 
diſobey him,and todeſtroy ſuch as haue A 
forſaken the law by eucrlaſting perditis. 
Behold, the Lorde ſhall come in the xe...... 
oreat and latter day ofiudgement,when S 
none ſhall eſcape his judgement ſeate, **"** 
with clowds ſhall hee come, and cuery jc: 
eye ſhall ſcehim , euenthey which pier- | 
ced him thorow, ſhall alſo wayle before b'4 
him, being ſummoned all to appeare 
moſte fearefullye before his imperiall 
C 3 throne 
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throne of Maicſtie: then be fauorable O 
Lord,be fauourable. Alas,with whateies 
ſhallwe miſerable ſinners behold him,fo 
gloriouſlicfitting in his royall kingdom, 
with all his mighty andholy Angels,and 
whole number of Saints, ſounding with 
the voice of thearchangell,&rrumpet of 
God:cauling the heauens to paſſe awa 
withanoylſe, and the clements to a 
like waxe, andthe carth to burne with 
the woorkes thereof ? yea, with what 
eyes ſhall wee bchold him , when weſce 
the Sunne darkened, the Moone eclip- 
{ed,and the ſtarres fall downe from hea- 
uen * Bur alas when he taketh the furbi- 
ſhed blade into his hand, when he is rea- 
dicto throwe the fierie thunderbolts of 
his wrath, when hee ſummoneth before 
him the worme thatneuer dycth,the fire 
that neuer ſhallþc quenched,to revenge 
on the wicked : into what a plight are 
they then driuen: then leaue they off;be 
fauourable O Lord, be tauourable, and 
ſay tothe hilles:O ye mountaines,come 
andcouecrvs,O ye waters,come & ouer- 
whelme vs: wo,wo, wo,how great s this 
ark 
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darkneſle? The godly on the other ſide, 
are bathedin ſuch ſtreames of blifſe, and 
aduaunced to ſuch happines, as neither 
tongue can vtter,nor heart conce1ue. 
The ſecond thing wee haue to notein 

nis promules, is his mercic,which excee- 
deth all his workes. For God,though he 
haue giuen a curſle of the lawe againſt 
finners,yetſecing Chriſt forthe penitent 
hath borne the curſſe,wherby his iuſtice 
isnot impaired: he is content to accept 
our weakenes as our ſtrength, to recom- 
pence ourimperfedtions with reward of 
orcateſt perfetion,& that which we can 
performe butin ſmall part, he is content 
to accept as whole: notfor any deſert of 
ours,bur in the ſatiſfaction of his ſonne, 
who paid with the ſeale of his own blod, 
the ranſome for our ſins, he hath cancel- 
led the hand writingthat was againſt vs. 
Wherfore we are to pray vnto God,that 
whenſocuer ourſins ſhal come in queſti- 
on before him: that he would looke vp6 
Chriſt Teſus, thetrue loking glas, inwh6 
he ſhall find vs moſtpure& innocent, & 
toſhine moſt cleerly in the righteouſnes 
C 4 which 
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which hee hath giuen vs by faith: ſo that 
we appearenot in our owne righteoul:. 
nes,but intherighteouſnes of the lambe, 
who hauing taken away the finnes ofthe 
world, and hauing made vs as white as 
ſnow, though wee were as red as Crim: 
ſon: faith, he will be mercifullto our ini- 
quities,and wil remember our finnes no 
more.Ofhimdoe all the Prophets beare 
witneſle , that thorow his name, all that 
belecue, ſhall receiue remiſſion of theyr 
ſinncs . Againe drinke yee all of this, tor 
this is my bloud,which is ſhed forthere. 
miſſion of finnes . Chriſt gaue himleltc 
for our {inncs, that hee might deliuer vs 
from the curſe of the law, cuen accord- 
ing to the willot his father . Chriſtbare 
ourſinnes in hisowne bodieon the tree, 
thatwe being deliuered trom fin, might 
live in rightcouſnes: by whoſeſtripes we 
are healed, for we were as ſhcepe going 
aſtray,butare now returned to the ſhep- 
heard and Biſhop of ourſoules . It is no 
more but belecuc,and be ſaued;belecue 
and receiue remiſſion ; belecue, andlay 
ofthine owne rightcouſnes , and _ 
Wy 


Mans Search, 
thy ſelfe with the rightcouſneſſe of the 
vn{potred Lambe. 

Dauid was young , and after was old: 
yet inall his daies he neuer ſaw the righ- 
rcous forſaken. Sometimes he ſcourgeth 
his.children;but like a louing tather:hee 
layeth no more vponthem thenthey are 
able to beare; for hee affliteth themfor 
his own iuſtice, becauſethey arg ſinners, 
for his wiſedome, to exerciſe their faith , 
for his mercie, to cauſe them to repent: 
but this is the end of all, he helpeth them 
in their diſtreſles , he reuengeth himſelfe 
-_ his enemies,and giueth to his peo- 
plercſt and quietnes. O that we would 
there forepraiſethe Lord,and forgetnot 
all other his ſingular benefits : O thatwe 
would confeſſe,thathis mercieendureth 
for cuer. 

Therhird thing tonote in his promi- 
ſes, is his bountifull kindneſle, in requi- 
ring ſo ſmall a thing, with ſogreat and li- 
berall bleffings: andbindeth himſelfe by 
obligation (as it were )that as ſure as we 
perfome the one,, ſo hee willnorfaile to 
accompliſh the other, = 
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The fourthis his patienceand long ſuf. 
fering, which is not ſlackneſle, as {ome 
men accountſlackneſle : but is paticrice, 
becauſe willinglic hee would haue no 
manto periſh,but gladly would haue all 
men come to repentance. He is content 
to ſtay ourleyſure,till we ſeeke and pray 
vnto him: and neuer {miteth, till there 
be no hope of redre{le. 

The fitt, is his loue, in thathe is con- 
tent toſtirre vs vp to holy cxerciſes, and 
puritic of life, and to allure vs with faire 

romiſes of aide, & proſperous encreaſe 
of all his bleflings in this world. The par- 
ticular examination of theſe bleſſings, 
would require a large diſcourſe , then 
(tearing rediouſnes ) I dare preſume to 
trouble yee withall : wherefore a worde 
of ech,and ſoIend. 

Touching the firſt, where it is ſaid,God 
will awake vp unto thee,it is a greater bene- 
fit then the words import » for it ſignth- 
eth not onely thathe will heare thee;but 
that he will alſo doo what thou deſireſt, 
and ſatiſfie thy requeſt . As long as the 
ſinner {leepeth, the Lordis ſaid to bee 2 


ſleepe: 
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lleepe: but aſſoone as theſinnerawaketh 
from ſinne,God will ariſe(fayth Dauid) */-*2* 


and his enemies ſhall bee ſcattered : and 
they that hate him , ſhall flie before him, 
2 the ſ\moakevaniſheth before the wind, 
and as the wax melteth againſt the fire, 
euenſo ſhall the wicked periſhatthepre- 
ſence of God. Wherforc,as Paul exhor- 
ted the Ephelians,ſo Iexhort you: Awake 


thou that ſteepeſt, ſand wp from the dead,os Ps 


Chriſt ſbal ezze thee light: awake vnto God 
and God will awake vnto thee, & Chriſt 
euenthe ſonne of God, thebright mor- 
ning ſtar,ſhall give thee the light oflife. 

*Inthe ſecond, he promiſeth abundance 


of worldly bleſſings , in recompence of 
prayer,for itis faid : He will make the habi- ,, 


tations of thy righteouſnes proſperous : that 


is,the Lord will make peace within thy 2/4114 
walles , and proſperitie within thy pal ,, ., 


laces : hee will commaund his bleſſings 
to bee with thee in thy ſtore houſe, and 


inall chou ſetteſtthy hand vnto : 


he will 


open vnto thee his good treaſures , ec- 


uen the Heauens to giue raine 


landein due ſeaſon. Thou ſhalt 


on thy 


layevp 
gold, 


| 1ob. 23. 


lob. 2g. 
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golde,as the duſt, and the gold of Ophir, 
2s the flint of the riuer : thou ſhalt waſh 
thy pathes with butter, and thy rockes 
ſhall powre out riuers of Oyle : thou 
ſhalt call ſaluation thy wall , andpraiſc 
ſhall be in thy gates . Loe, thus ſhall the 
man be bleſſed that feareth God, 

Laſtly,tor being pure and wpright : hee 
will make thy latter endgreatly encreaſe, 
and that thou maiſt theleſſe miſtruſt his 
promiſe,hee will doe it, though thy be. 
ginning be bur ſmall. 

Heere (brethren) ye ſee what a ſea of 
matter is offered mee , whereynto if I " 
would commit my ſelfe , I might dif I © 
courſe vnto yee, what ſtraunge euents © ,, 
(by Gods prouidence) haue happened YI - | 
inthe world , whatgreat Kings and Po. To 
rentates haue been plucked downe from ry 
their thrones, and what contemprtible ry 
_ in the eye of the world, haue _ 

cene aduanced to theirroomes, How 
Mardocheus a ſtraunger was exaltedin- 


to Hamons place: how Ioſeph and Da- - 
niell, the one a bond-man in Egipt, the _ 
other a Captiucin Babilon , were made -o 


princes 
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Princes in thoſe kingdomes , But be- 
cauſe I will not ouermuch —_—_ | 
the bondes of modeſtic,or hold ye lo k 
erthen inthis place I haue beene accu 4 
omed : onely remember what the Pro- t 
pher ſaith ; Hee raiſeth the needy out + the ralg. 
aduit,and fieth the poore out of the mire that 4 
he might & him with the — een with K- 
the princes ofthe world. a 
puma, wa the example of Dauid, 
whome the Lord choſe, and tooke from 
the Ewes great with young : that hee 
might ad his people in Iaacob, and ”/z8. 
his inhetitancein Iſracll. Rememberthe 
example of Iob, how the Lord turned 14.44. 
the captiuitic of Tob, as the rivers in the 
outh , how he bleſſed the laſt dayes of 
lobmorethen the firſt, how he gauehim 1, 
ſheepe,and Camels,and Oxen,and ſhee 
Aſſes in moreaboundance then hee had 7/4.4%. %; 
before ; howe hee encreaſed him with | 
ſonnesand daughters,cuento the fourth : 
generation, ſo that hee dyed being olde k 
and full of dayes . Remember cuen our : 
owne eſtate, for whome the Lorde hath A. 
doone greatthings already : as created & \ 
VS 
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vs, andredeemed vs, and ſanQified vs, 
and not long ſince delyuered vs from 
the gaplng iawes of thoſe that ſoughtto 
ſuck ourbloud . Vppon ſome hee hath 
beſtowed humilitye , whereby their 
mindes are adorned with vertue : honor 
vppon others, whereby ticirperſons are 
inueſted with maieſtic : vppon others 
comlineſſe , whereby the other two arc 
graced : vppon others Orchards which 
they planted nor , or at leaſt ro which 
they gaue no encreaſe : vppon others, 
encreaſec of vertuous children, whereby 
their poſteritic is preſcrued : vppon 0- 
thers,the free paſſage of his word, which 
along time had beene obſcuredby igno- 
raunce, the mother of deuotion , as the 
ſhauclings call it, but vnder a ſtepdame 
of deſtruction as wee percciue it : and 
though hee beſtowe but ſome one or 
two of his bleſſings vppon vs, yet howe 
much are wee bounde tor theſe blel- 
ſings, to ſing prayſe, and honour , and 
glorye , vnto him that ſ1tteth vppon the 
throne, and vnto the Lambe for cuer. 


But vppon whome hee hath _— 
al 
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all theſe bleſſings : O howeftriftlye by 

good cauleare they bounde to magnifie 

the Lord, and to reioyce in God theyr 
Sauiour. Examine then yourowne con- 
ſciences,I beſeech yee,, whether GOD 

hath beſtowed all theſe bleſſings vppon 
you,orno,andit he haue: O what great 

cauſe haue yee to come before his face x,2.,;. 
with prayſe, to ſing lowd vnto him with 2/496 
Plalmes , to worſhip and to fall downe 
beforchim, to giue vnto the Lorde the 

glorie of his name, to bring an offering 

of thankes giuing , and toenter into his 
Courts with praiſe. And yetwho know- 
eth,whether the Lord hath greater bleſ- 

lings for ye inſtore, yee may beſurchee 

will pull downe the mightie from their 

ſeat, and exalt the humble and meeke, 
Surely, the Lorde dooth vie vertue as a 
mcaneto bring vsto honour, and who- 

ſocuer you ſhall ſee endued with the 
vertues of this text, I meane, with ſeck- 

ing vnto God,with prayerand puritic of 

if : yee may bee ſure there is a bleſſing 
relerued for him of the Lorde , yea, 
luch a bleſſing, as though his — Yi 

- | 
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